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MY FOCUS AS GOVERNOR OF AKWA IBOM STATE  BY 

SENATOR EMMANUEL IBOK ESSIEN, FNSE

“When good people come to power, everybody celebrates, but when bad people rule, people stay in hiding.” Proverbs 28:12.

I have decided to vie for the Governorship position of Akwa Ibom State because of my belief and confidence that our state can become a role model in Nigeria with respect to human capital development, agriculture, manufacturing and tourism. I have been engaged in all of the above areas over the past twenty five years on a micro-scale level and my successes can be translated to a macro-scale level in the state for the benefit of all. A brief summary of my intent is outlined as follows:

1. AGRICULTURE: Agriculture is a provider of food for over 3 million Akwa Ibom people and raw materials for the manufacturing sector. It is also a source of employment for over 70% of the labour force and is the largest source of non-oil foreign exchange earnings. In addition, agriculture also contributes to foreign exchange savings as it provides the raw materials that are being imported.

The constraints of agriculture include policy and institutional instability and discontinuity; implementation failures; abysmally low yields and underdeveloped market.

My strategies for agricultural policy reform will include improving agricultural productivity, reduction of import dependency and production of commodities with large multiplier effects.

2. HUMAN CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT: The necessity for human capital development cannot be over-emphasized. Right from infancy, the human being must be adequately educated to equip him/her to face the enormous challenges of existence and service to the society. Therefore, formal and informal education must be provided and sustained.

Free education will be given to all Akwa Ibom State indigenes up to senior secondary three. Properly funded scholarships will be given to deserving and indigent students of tertiary institutions, in addition to a sustainable bursary to all students.

Modern and well equipped schools at all levels will be the focal point of my administration while training of teachers and manpower development in the state will take pre-eminence. The house-help syndrome will be eradicated through proper education and training. 

3. MANUFACTURING/OIL AND GAS: Manufacturing will provide the greatest opportunities for the transformation of Akwa Ibom State economy from a monocultural to diversified one. The sector has potential for wealth creation, poverty reduction and rapid growth. We will engage in primary processing or manufacturing of agricultural produce at the small/medium scale levels for value addition.

Small/medium industrial equity and investment scheme funds and other funding windows will be established as Specialized Trust Fund. It will be managed in collaboration with banks to minimise current frustration of an otherwise active small/medium industrial sector. My government will strengthen the base of the industrial sector in participating in a joint stock company based on public/private partnership (PPP). We will enact laws to compel government establishments and others to patronize and be proud of made in Akwa Ibom goods. 

The power sector will continue to be reconstructed and strengthened since without adequate power, industrialization of the state cannot be realized. 

Investment in oil and gas sector and participation in both the upstream and down stream activities will be encouraged. Oil companies operating in Akwa Ibom State will be persuaded to move their headquarters to the state.

4. TOURISM AND SERVICES: My administration will make Akwa Ibom State a Tourist Haven. The present administration is already making heavy investment in this sector and this will be sustained and built upon.

Other areas of great importance to my administration include: infrastructural development, trade and commerce, health and safety and women and youth empowerment. 

I HAVE ACCEPTED TO BE A PARTICIPANT

