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Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlement.

Sustainable development is the planning of today’s and future’s life and development to meet the requirements of the next generations and for their prosperity by maintaining the balance between human beings and nature without exhausting natural resources. It is a concept with social, ecological, economic , spatial and cultural dimensions (1).

OBJECTIVES:

 Its objectives  therefore, are to take economic growth into human development perspectives and to convert the social transformation which will cover the whole state into participatory solutions of ecological, cultural and local nature. For ecological sustainability, it is essential to determine the carrying capacities and to use the resources without causing harm to the ecosystem. For its spatial settlements, population and economic activities by taking into account that ecological sustainability are essential and all of the activities should be of sustainable nature (1). The ultimate objective of Akwa Ibom State development programmes therefore, should be to provide continous human development. Based on this very reason, the focal point of development process is human being. The physical arrangements to be made should constitute the basis of human prosperity. The essential elements of sustainable development in our state should be communal progress for elimination of social differences,  inclusive equality and prosperity, communal participation in projects development for human survival.

Though regional development problems are not new in Nigeria as a country, they have changed in scope and character within the last few decades and have pushed our country to look for urgent and lasting  solutions. The first systematic official response to regional disparities was formulated in the 70s by the Federal Government of Nigeria but without proper implementation and follow-up, thereby resulting to the present deplorable state of economic and infrastructural conditions in the country. The primary purpose was to provide regions with resources to build their economic and social infrastructures to accelerate industrial and service investments in order to raise income levels among the citizinery.

Despite some socio-economic achievements in particular areas recorded in recent times, the disparity problems are yet to be alleviated while its reduction has gained high priority in the national development agenda. The rectification of regional disparities is not only a reflection of the concern on equitable development but also based on an unerring recognition that the realization of development potentials in less developed regions will contribute also to the national objectives of sustained growth, export promotion and social stability. Concomitant to the economic growth, provision of social services should be improved.

A BRIEF OF DEVELOPMENTAL PROBLEMS IN AKWA IBOM STATE

a) Relatively Urgent Development Problems: These include low income level due to underdeveloped economic structure characterized by near-zero manufacturing industry, predominantly rain-dependent agriculture, poor animal husbandry leading to low productivity.

b) Fundamental Development Problems: Under this are unfavourable land tenure system and climatic conditions particularly with insufficient water and resources management leading to low productivity coupled with  problems in land ownership and distribution. 

c) Human Resources: Low literacy, poor schools and educational attendance rates particularly in the rural areas and among girls and women. High fertility rate particularly in rural areas, migration to big cities for white collar jobs , inadequate information, poor sanitation, bad nutrition leading to poor health and disrespect for women status.

d) Social Services: These include inadequate training and lack of good healthcare delivery.

e) Lack of infrastructures such as irrigation systems, drainage and sewage facilities, poor urban and industrial waste management, air pollution, inadequate local administration, insufficient finances, dispersed settlement pattern especially in rural areas thus affecting negatively, delivery of services and high inter-regional migration to big cities thereby, disturbing cities carrying capacities.

f) Insufficient capital accumulation: Being a civil service state with subsistence farming system, capital accumulation by indigenes of Akwa Ibom  State for business enterprises has always been one of the  major constraints militating against entrepreneurship.

     g)   Corruption: According to Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia, corruption is a general    concept describing any organized, interdependent system in which part of the system is either not performing duties it was originally intended to, or performing them in an improper way, to the detriment of the system's original purpose (2). Today’s Nigerian administration cannot be exonorated from this definition and Akwa Ibom State being a part of this country definitely, is hampered by this monster - corruption. Among specific types of corruption is political corruption which jeopardizes a political system through bribery, intimidation, extortion, vote- buying destabilization, or influence peddling. Here, I would like to draw your attention to the fact  that neither a shroud nor a kefen has got pockets.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, as a recipe toward establishing and laying a sound economic and industrial foundation for sustainable developments of our dear State,

I would therefore recommend among others, the following remedies:

1. The promotion of social sustainability and enhancing social services through strengthened community participation (bottom-up approach both on the side of decision makers, the planners, implementors in public institutions and on the side of the local people), management training, family support and planning, income generation for disadvantaged groups, strengthening of local administrations, women’s improvement through social centers, mobile education, transport facilities and personnels training.

2. The promotion of agricultural sustainability and improving rural productivity through agrarian reforms, extension of advisory services, reorganization of agricultural production systems, development of better credit schemes, better distribution of inputs and participatory organizations in the form of cooperatives.

3. Promotion of local enterprises and industrial development for economic viability through strategic demonstration industries/business incubators, sustainable use of local resources, investment incentives, providing favourable and entrepreneur-friendly capital accumulation possibilities considering the poverty conditions of our indigenes, improved loan facilities, entrepreneural development through arts/crafts/technology training, trade/commerce/technology-networking and administrative streamlining extension services.

4. Government should promote sustainable human settlements through integrated urban development planning, improved  infrastructures and land-use, a strengthened local and municipal administration.

5. And finally, ensuring optimal use of natural resources through spatial and environmental management through environmental impact assessment (EIA), integrated project developments and monitoring ecological conservation and disaster prevention by laws.

CONCLUSSION

It is hoped that decisions taken at the end of this historic occassion would lead to important sustainable developments toward changing the lives of our fellow citizens in the State and Nigeria as a whole.

Finally, I thank the organizing committee of IPC, fellow participants and all those who have made it possible for the holding of this summit and for giving me the opportunity to give this talk.

Thank you.                                         

Abel U. Udoh, Ph.D.
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